Union County Hospital Swing Bed Program Offers Patients Extended Care
Anna, IL. – Following surgery often times patients find themselves heading home before they feel ready to be discharged to their home.  Often times, they may not have someone who can act as a caregiver in the home, which can make many daily activities difficult following a surgery such as a knee or hip replacement.  Union County Hospital offers skilled rehabilitation through its swing bed program.  The name can be misleading for some, but it only refers to how the stay is billed rather than a type of bed.
After completion of an acute care three-night qualifying stay, their Joint Commission-certified program allows patients to rehabilitate in a hospital setting for an extended period of time while remaining close to home.  Patients receive around-the-clock care from the nursing staff.  Based upon their individualized care plans, they can also receive therapy, laboratory, respiratory, radiology, and wound care services in one convenient, family-oriented atmosphere.
Following a knee replacement surgery, Barbara Adams of Anna, utilized the swing bed program at Union County Hospital.  “I was not quite ready to go home after my surgery.” states Adams, “The swing bed program gave me an opportunity to continue my care and therapy in an inpatient setting helping to relieve any stress and worry about being at home while I recovered.”  She also added, “The staff, nurses and therapists provided excellent care during my stay.  It was a good experience.”

The patient’s specialist will continue to remain involved in their care, with on-site consultations or visits to their office.  Swing beds are covered by Medicare and most private insurances.  For more information on the swing bed program, contact Mary Beth Smith, Director of Case Management, at 618-833-4511 extension 4477.
